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CONEIDENTIAL PARIS 08856 
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TAGS: PEOR, UR, ER 

SUBJ: SOVIET AMBASSADOR ABRASIMOV S SURPRISE DEPARTURE EOR 
MOSCOW 

1 . THIS MESSAGE REPORTS INITIAL EMBASSY REACTION TO SUDDEN 
NEWS OF IMPENDING DEPARTURE EROM PARIS OF SOVIET AMBASSADOR 
ABRASIMOV. 

DESPITE MANY INSTANCES OE FRICTION BETWEEN ABRASIMOV AND THE 
FRENCH ESTABLISHEMENT, BEGINNING WITH HIS PROBLEMS WITH " ANTI- 
COMMUNIST" FRENCH PRESS IMMEDIATELY AFTER ARRIVAL HERE IN FALL 
1971 TO RPEPARE FOR BRESZHNEV VISIT THAT OCTOBER, VIRTUALLY 
NOBODY IN PARIS EXPECTED HIM TO RETURN HOME AFTER ONLY ONE AND 
ONE- HALF YEAR' S EXPERIENCE IN FRANCE. WE THEREFORE BELIEVE 
REASON EOR HIS SUDDEN DEPARTURE PLANS- ILLUSTRATED BY 
EMBASSY' S SURPRISE RECEIPT MARCH 28. OF INVITATION TO ATTEND 
HIS FAREWELL RECEPTION APRIL 3 - MUST BE RELATED TO POLITICAL 
DEVELOPMENTS IN MOSCOW. PERHAPS SIGNS OF INCREASINGLY PROM- 
INENT ROLE BY BRESZHNEV ( WHO IS KNOWN TO REGARD ABRASIMOV 
HIGHLY) IN CONDUCT OE SOVIET FOREIGN POLICY ( MOSCOW 2608) MAY 
BE CONNECTED WITH HIS RETURN HOME. 
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2. DURING COURTESY CALL ON ABRASIMOV MARCH 28 ( SEP TEL), HE 
TOLD ME HE LOOKED EORWARD TO RETURNING TO MOSCOW AFTER 

16 YEARS ABROAD. WITHOUT EXPLAINING NATURE OF HIS NEW DUTIES, 

HE INDICATED THEY WOULD INVOLVE SOME TRAVELING, " INCLUDING TO 
WASHINGTON,” WHERE HE HOPED TO RENEW ACQUAINTANCE WITH DEPUTY 
SECRETARY RUSH. 

3. POLISH EMBASSY FIRST SECRETARY PALASZ TOLD US DEL OFFICER 
MARCH 28 THAT ABRASIMOV WOULD ASSUME VERY HIGH CPSU POST CON- 
NECTED WITH " POLITBURO” ( SIC). PALASZ SPECULATED ABRASIMOV MIGHT 
TAKE OVER TWO KEY FOREIGN POLICY AREAS AND MIGHT BECOME 

" BRESHNEV S DR. KISSINGER" - A TRUSTED FOREIGN POLICY EXPERT 
WORKING INTIMATELY ON MAIOR WORLD PROBLEMS. IE SO, ABRASIMOV S 
PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE AS MINISTER- COUNSELOR IN PEKING AND 
AMBASSADOR SUCCESSIVELY TO WARSAW, EAST BERLIN AND PARIS WOULD 
PROVIDE EXCELLENT BACKGROUND FOR ROLE OF THIS KIND. 

4. LE MONDE' S SOVIET ANALYST MICHEL TATU TELLS US LE MONDE 
MOSCOW CORRESPONDENT ALAIN JACOB INFORMED BY RELIABLE SOVIET 
SOURCES THAT ABRASIMOV WILL BE GIVEN IMPORTANT RESPONSIBILITIES 
IN CPSU CENTRAL COMMITTEE. TATU SPECULATES ABRASIMOV " MIGHT 
BE NAMED PARTY SECRETARY BUT IT IS TOO EARLY TO BE SURE. " 

5. IN ANY CASE, ABRASIMOV APPEARED COMPLETELY SELF- ASSURED 
AND RELAXED IN REEERRING TO HIS REASSIGNMENT, WHICH WE SUSPECT 
WILL BE A SIGNIFICANT PROMOTION. HIS SUCCESSOR HERE WILL 
REPORTEDLY BE SOVIET AMBASSADOR TO CZECHOSLOVAKIA CHERVONENKO. 
GDS 

IRWIN 
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